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JOHN   BULL'S   RENT 
AND  INTEREST. 

By  R.  B.  SUTHERS. 


Doctor  Socialism  :  Now,  Mr.  Bull,  you  have  very 
properly  demanded  that,  before  trying  my 
remedy,  I  shall  make  quite  clear  to  you  the 
reasons  why  I  adopt  the  methods  I  do.  I  fully 
agree  with  you.  It  is  always  best,  in  my 
opinion,  to  awaken  the  interest  of  the  patient 
in  the  treatment  he  is  asked  to  undergo,  so  that 
he  may  intelligently  co-operate  with  his 
physician. 

John  Bull  :  That's  straightforward,  anyhow.  You 
can  depend  on  me  doing  my  best  should 
I  decide  to  act  on  your  advice. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  You  will  remember,  Mr.  Bull,  that 
at  our  first  interview  I  expressed  the  opinion 
that  one  great  cause  of  the  many  diseases  which 
afflict  you  was  the  unequal  distribution  of  your 
annual  supplies. 

John  Bull  :    Yes ;  I  remember. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  You  may  also  remember  that  I  told 
you  that  the  evils  were  aggravated  by  the  fact 
that  certain  parts  of  your  body  which  absorb 
an  enormous  proportion  of  your  supplies  do  so 
without  exercising  themselves  in  any  way. 

John  Bull  :  That  is  so.  You  told  me  that  the  ;^650 
millions  a  year  received  as  Rent  and  Interest 
was  "  unearned." 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Exactly.  "  Unearned  ''  by  those 
who  receive  it.  It  must,  of  course,  be  earned  by 
somebody. 


John  Bull  :   Of  course. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  But  there  is  more  than  ;^650  mil- 
lions concerned.  Of  your  total  income  of 
;^  1,750  millions  one-third  is  taken  in  the  form 
of  Rent  and  Interest ;  but  there  is  another  large 
sum  called  Profits,  much  of  which  is  likewise 
"  Unearned." 
John  Bull  :  What  ?  Aren't  Profits  earned  either  ? 
You'll  be  telling  me  wages  are  "  Unearned " 
next. 

Dr.  Socialism:    Let  us  talk  first  about  Rent.     Do 
you  know  what  Rent  is,  Mr.  Bull  ? 

John  Bull  :  Rent  is  the  money  paid  for  the  use  of 
land,  or  buildings,  or  mines,  and  so  on. 

Dr.  Socialism  :    And  to  whom  is  Rent  paid  ? 

John  Bull  :  To  the  owners  of  the  land,  buildings, 
or  mines. 

Dr.  Socialism  :    And  by  whom  is  Rent  paid  ? 

John  Bull  :    By  the  users  or  tenants. 

DR.  Socialism  :  Then  it  is  the  users  or  tenants  who 
work  for  the  money  which  is  paid  as  Rent  ? 

John  Bull  :    Yes. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  And  do  the  owners  of  the  land, 
buildings,  and  mines  do  anything  in  return  for 
the  money  they  receive  as  Rent  ? 

John  Bull  :  Well,  they  lend  their  land  and  build- 
ings and  mines. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  H'm  !  Would  the  land,  the  build- 
ings, and  the  mines  produce  a  Rent  for  these 
owners  if  no  one  borrowed  or  hired  them  ? 

John  Bull  :    No.    I  suppose  not. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Of  course  not.  A  piece  of  land  is 
no  use  unless  labour  is  applied  to  it;  a  build- 
ing soon  decays  unless  it  is  kept  in  repair;  a 
mine  will  not  yield  its  contents  unless  people 
work  in  it. 

John  Bull  :   Quite  true. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Then  is  it  not  very  curious,  Mr. 
Bull,  that  the  people  who  do  the  service  should 
be  -fined  for  doing  it,  and  the  people  who  do 
no  service  rewarded  ? 

John  Bull  :    How  is  that  ? 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Well,  if  a  piece  of  land  is  of  no 
profit  to  the  owner  unless  labour  tills  it;    if  a 
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building  is  no  use  unless  it  is  kept  in  repair;  if 
a  mine  is  worthless  unless  someone  digs  out  its 
store  of  minerals — who  produces  all  this  wealth 
of  fertile  land,  well-preserved  buildings,  fruit- 
ful mines  ? 

John  Bull  :    The  workers,  of  course. 

Dr.  Socl^LISM  :  And  these  workers,  having  with 
much  toil  produced  all  this  wealth,  hand  over  at 
least  one-third  of  it  to  the  idle  owners !  I  am 
surprised,  Mr.  Bull,  that  you  never  guessed  that 
such  an  unfair  method  of  production  and  dis- 
tribution must  inevitably  generate  diseases  in 
your  body. 

John  Bull  :  What  you  say  sounds  right,  but  what 
about  the  owners  of  the  land  ?  Aren't  they 
entitled  to  Rent  for  the  use  of  it? 

Dr.  Socialism  :    Why  should  they  be? 

John  Bull  :   Well,  it's  theirs^  isn't  it  ? 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Assume  for  the  moment  that  it  is 
theirs.  Can  they,  for  that  reason,  justly  claim 
as  Rent  a  large  portion  of  the  produce  obtained 
from  it  by  the  labour  of  other  feofle? 

John  Bull:  Well,  if  the  other  people  didn't  hire 
it  they  couldn't  live. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Ho  !  Ho  !  That's  the  position,  is 
it?  The  workers  who  produce  the  Rent,  then, 
are  forced  to  pay  it  ? 

John  Bull  :    Yes,  I  suppose  they  are. 

Dr.  Socialism:  Well,  Mr.  Bull,  how  could  you 
expect  to  be  healthy  while  such  immoral  prac- 
tices are  going  on  in  the  nation?  No  man 
made  the  land.  It  is  the  gift  of  Nature,  and 
every  man  is  equally  entitled  to  its  use,  for 
without  it  he  cannot  exist.  If,  then,  a  few 
members  of  society,  by  force,  or  fraud,  or 
cunning,  or  custom,  seize  the  land,  call  it  their 
own,  and  then  charge  the  rest  of  the  people  a 
Rent  for  permission  to  live,  it  is  nothing  but 
robbery. 

John  Bull  :  It  is  true  that  some  of  the  owners  may 
have  got  the  land  by  force  or  cunning,  but  there 
are  plenty  who  have  bought  it  with  hard 
cash. 

Dr.  Socialism  :    Mr.  Bull,  no  man  can  buy  the  land 
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The  land  is  not  for  sale,  never  has  been  for  sale, 
never  will  be  for  sale. 

John  Bull  :    Oh,  come.  Doctor  !     That's 

Dr.  Socialism  :  The  fact,  Mr.  Bull.  It  is  not  land 
that  is  sold,  but  the  fower  to  force  the  users  of 
the  land  to  fay  the  so-called  owner  Rent.  That 
power  is  tyranny.  It  ought  not  to  exist ;  and  while 
it  exists  you  can  never  be  rid  of  your  disease. 

John  Bull  :  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  a  man  who 
has  bought  land  and  paid  the  market  price  is 
not  entitled  to  his  Rent?  If  he  hadn't  bought 
land  he  could  have  invested  his  money  and 
obtained  Interest  on  it. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  An  equally  immoral  transaction, 
Mr.  Bull. 

John  Bull  :  How  ?  Do  you  say  that  a  man  who 
has  saved  his  money  instead  of  spending  it  is 
not  entitled  to  the  reward  of  his  abstinence  ? 

Dr.  Socialism  :  What  is  the  reward  of  his 
abstinence,  Mr.  Bull  ? 

John  Bull  :    The  Interest  on  his  savings,  of  course. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Where  does  that  Interest  come 
from,  Mr.  Bull  ? 

John  Bull  :  It  comes  from  the  investment.  A  man 
may  put  ;£'i,ooo  into  a  bank  and  draw  3  per 
cent.  Interest,  or  he  may  put  his  ;£"  1,000  into  a 
cotton  mill  and  draw  Dividends  of  from  5  to 
40  per  cent. 

Dr.  Socialism  :   And  v/hat  becomes  of  his  ;£"i,ooo  ? 

John  Bull  :  That  remains  intact  unless  the  invest- 
ment is  an  unlucky  one. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  So  that  a  man  may  live  to  get  rich 
from  the  Interest  or  Dividends  on  his  savings, 
or  somebody  else's  savings  ? 

John  Bull  :    Certainly. 

Dr.  Socialism :    Without  working? 

John  Bull  :   Of  course. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Who  provides  the  Interest  or 
Dividends  ? 

John  Bull  :  The  industry  in  which  the  savings  are 
invested. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  You  mean  that  the  workers  who 
produce  the  wealth  give  part  of  it  to  the  owner 
of  the  savings? 
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John  Bull  ;  Exactly.  Interest  is  a  payment  for 
the  use  of  Capital,  which  has  to  be  hired  like 
machinery  or  buildings. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  You  think,  then,  that  the  saver  or 
Capitalist  is  doing  the  workers  in  the  industry 
a  service  in  lending  them  his  Capital  ? 

John  Bull  :  Of  course  he  is.  Without  Capital  they 
couldn't  get  employment. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  It  appears,  then,  Mr.  Bull,  that  the 
bulk  of  your  people  cannot  live  without  the 
permission  of  the  owner  of  Land  and  the  owner 
of  Capital. 

John  Bull  :  Well,  yes.  I  suppose  it  amounts  to 
that. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  You  justified  the  landlord's  taking 
of  Rent  by  arguing  that  if  the  owner  of  land 
did  not  buy  land  he  could  put  his  money  into 
industry  and  receive  Interest  or  Dividends. 
You  think  the  payment  of  Interest  and  Divi- 
dends is  proper,  therefore  you  argue  that  the 
payment  of  Rent  is  right. 

John  Bull  :   Well,  isn't  it  ? 

Dr.  Socialism  :  I  gave  you  my  opinion  that  no  man 
has  a  right  to  force  another  man  to  pay  him 
for  the  use  of  the  earth.   Do  you  agree  with  me  ? 

John  Bull:  Yes,  I  think  so.  All  men  ought  to 
have  equal  freedom  to  live. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Then  don't  you  see,  Mr.  Bull,  that 
if  you  grant  that  you  give  the  argument  for 
Rent  away  ?  Had  every  man  equal  freedom  to 
the  use  of  the  land  no  individual  could  demand 
Rent  from  another  for  permission  to  live. 

John  Bull:  But  all  land  is  not  equally  fertile. 
Who  would  have  the  advantages  of  the  more 
productive  land  ? 

Dr.  Socialism:  The  State — that  is,  the  whole 
people — ought  to  share  equally  in  that  product 
of  the  land  which  is  the  gift  of  Nature.  Rent 
is  the  difference  between  the  wealth  obtained 
from  the  worst  land  in  use  and  the  wealth 
obtained  from  better  land  by  equal  labour. 
For  instance,  if  the  worst  piece  of  land  yields 
wealth  of  the  value  of  ;^ioo  and  another  piece 
of  land  yields  wealth  to  the  value  of  £iSOy  the 
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Rent  of  the  latter  is  £S0y  and  this  sum  should 
be  taken  by  the  State  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  people. 

John  Bull  :  What  about  buildings  ?  A  shop  in 
the  City  of  London  at  ;^2,ooo  a  year  occupies 
a  piece  of  land  no  larger  than  a  shop  at  ;£"200 
a  year  in  a  provincial  town.  Who  ought  to  get 
the  difference  of  ;^i,8oo? 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Clearly  the  State  ought  to  get  it, 
Mr.  Bull.  To  what  is  the  difference  of  ;^i,8oo 
due  ?  Is  it  due  to  the  action  of  the  landlord  of 
the  land  in  London  ?  Not  at  all.  Nothing  has 
been  done  to  the  land.  The  ;£"i,8oo  does  not 
come  out  of  the  soil.  It  is  not  due  to  the  skill 
of  the  owner.  It  comes  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  public.  It  is  due  to  the  concentration  of  a 
large  population  on  a  small  space.  This  makes 
it  easier  for  the  shopkeeper  to  sell  large  quanti- 
ties of  goods.  Consequently  his  revenue  is 
larger  than  it  would  be  in  a  similar  shop  in  the 
provinces,  and  he  can  afford  to  pay  an  enormous 
Rent.  The  Rent  is  made,  or  caused,  by  the 
people.  It  is  taken  by  a  landlord.  But  it  should 
belong  in  justice  to  the  whole  people. 

John  Bull:  ITm!  There's  something  in  that. 
But  how  are  you  going  to  alter  it  ? 

Dr.  Socialism:  If  you  are  convinced  of  the  in- 
justice and  unhealthiness  of  this  condition  of 
things,  Mr.  Bull,  it  will  surely  be  possible  to 
find  a  remedy.  At  any  rate,  it  is  your  duty 
to  seek  one. 

John  Bull  :  It  certainly  does  give  me  a  lot  of 
trouble,  and  I've  taken  advice  on  the  matter, 
but  Fve  not  tried  any  of  the  suggested  remedies 
yet.  I  don't  know  what  to  do.  There's  always 
a  cry  about  confiscation.  Why  should  the  man 
who  buys  land  and  draws  Rent  be  treated 
worse  than  he  would  have  been  if  he  had  bought 
shares  and  drawn  Dividends  ?  - 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Ah  !  I  was  coming  back  to  that 
point.  You  have  admitted,  Mr.  Bull,  that  every 
man  ought  to  have  equal  freedom  to  the  land. 
Now,  if  that  freedom  had  been  allowed  centuries 
ago   the   people   would   never   have  been  com- 

6 


pelled  to  pay  Rent  to  landlords  for  permission 
to  live.  So  much  they  would  have  saved.  They 
would,  as  well,  be  free  to  accept  or  decline 
offers  of  work  from  Capitalists. 

John  Bull  .-  But  they  would  have  to  pay  Interest 
on  Capital  ? 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Are  you  sure,  Mr.  Bull  ?  Suppose 
a  Capitalist  had  landed  on  Robinson  Crusoe's 
island  with  his  savings,  or  Capital,  in  the  form 
of  machinery.  Suppose  he  had  proposed  to 
Crusoe  that  he  (Crusoe)  should  use  his  machinery 
to  produce  goods,  and  that  of  the  goods  pro- 
duced Crusoe  should  receive  just  enough  to  live 
on  and  the  balance  should  be  taken  by  the 
Capitalist — what  do  you  think  Crusoe's  answer 
would  have  been  ? 

John  Bull  :    I  know  what  mine  would  have  been. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  You  see  the  point,  of  course. 
Crusoe,  having  land  and  capital  of  his  own, 
and  being  independent  of  anyone,  would 
naturally  not  accept  such  conditions.  Well,  if 
all  your  people  were  in  a  similar  independent 
position,  if  they  all  had  freedom  of  access  to 
the  land,  what  would  happen  to  the  Capitalist  ? 

John  Bull  :  I  don't  quite  understand  yet.  Do  you 
mean  to  say  that  Interest  is  wrong  ? 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Interest  has  been  condemned  by 
all  the  great  civilisations  and  religions.  It  was 
for  centuries  forbidden  by  the  early  Christians. 
In  a  society  founded  on  the  Christian  principle 
"  Do  unto  others  what  you  would  they  should 
do  unto  you,"  Interest  could  not  exist. 

John  Bull  :  But  why  is  it  wrong  ?  Surely  the 
labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire ! 

Dr.  SOCIALISM:  Yes;  but  the  man  who  draws 
Interest  does  no  labour.  Other  people  earn 
the  Interest. 

John  Bull  :  But  they  would  not  be  able  to  earn 
so  much  without  the  Capital. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  That  is  a  specious  argument,  Mr. 
Bull,  which  omits  to  take  account  of  the  fact 
that  the  people  have  been  robbed  of  the  use 
of  the  land  for  centuries  except  on  the  land- 
lord's terms.      It  is  true  that  Capital  increases 


the  production  of  wealth,  but  the  share  that 
goes  to  the  worker,  or  producer,  under  pre- 
sent conditions  does  not  increase  in  anything 
like  the  same  proportion.  Why?  Because  the 
Capitalist,  knowing  that  the  people  have  no 
land,  and  that  they  are  therefore  compelled  to 
work  for  him,  pays  them  as  little  as  he  can.  He 
compels  them  to  keep  his  Capital  intact  and 
to  add  to  it,  and  in  return  the  workers  receive 
in  the  majority  of  cases  barely  enough  to  live 
on.  They  could  not  do  worse  on  the  land 
working  for  themselves,  and  there  they  would 
have  freedom  which  now  they  do  not  enjoy. 
An  acre  of  land  will  produce  £ioo  to  ;^6oo 
worth  of  produce  a  year.  The  average  worker's 
wages  are  ^^^60  to  £yo  a  year. 

John  Bull  :  Do  you  argue,  then,  that  the  workers 
ought  to  get  all  the  extra  profit  which  the  use 
of  Capital  enables  them  to  produce  ? 

Dr.  Socialism  :  I  argue  that  the  fruits  of  labour 
ought  to  belong  to  those  who  labour,  whether 
with  brain  or  hand.     Do  you  agree  v/ith  that  ? 

John  Bull  :    Certainly. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  But  to-day  a  tremendous  propor- 
tion of  the  fruits  of  labour  is  taken  by 
Capitalists  and  Landlords  simply  because  they 
0W71  the  instruments  of  production — the  Land 
and  Capital. 

John  Bull  :  Well,  don't  they  risk  their  Capital  ^and 
find  employment  for  the  workers  ? 

Dr.  Socialism':  You  have  already  admitted,  Mr. 
Bull,  that  all  men  should  in  justice  have  equal 
freedom  to  the  land.  Now,  given  that  freedom 
the  people  could  "  find  employment "  for  them- 
selves ;  and  when  you  argue  that  the  Capitalists 
are  doing  the  people  a  service  for  which  they 
ought  to  be  grateful  by  ''  risking  "  their  Capital 
to  "  find  employment,"  you  are  arguing  like 
the  wolf  v/ho  risked  its  life  in  stealing  a  newly- 
sheared  sheep  in  order  to  "  keep  it  warm." 

John  Bull  :  Well,  but  they  do  risk  their  Capital. 
Ought  they  not  to  receive  a  reward  for  that  ? 

Dr.  Socialism  :  On  what  grounds,  Mr.  Bull  ?  This 
notion  that   Capitalists  are  doing  a  magnani- 
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mous  and  generous  deed  in  investing  their 
Capital  is  one  of  the  most  astonishing  supersti- 
tions that  have  ever  taken  root  in  the  gullible 
minds  of  mankind.  The  idea  has  been  drummed 
into  the  ears  of  the  people  until  they  have  come 
to  believe  that  the  right  of  the  Capitalist  to 
Interest  is  one  of  God's  everlasting  decrees.  In 
reality  this  doctrine  is  simply  a  cloak  behind 
which  owners  of  Capital  rifle  the  pockets  of 
workers  at  their  leisure. 

John  Bull  :  How  do  you  make  that  out  ?  Suppose 
a  man  saves  ;£^ioo  by  self-denial.  If  he  invests 
it  doesn't  he  risk  its  loss  ?  And  isn't  he  entitled 
to  compensation  for  the  risk  ? 

Dr.  Socialism  :  In  what  form  would  a  man  save 
;£'ioo? 

John  Bull  :  Well,  he  might  save  it  in  gold  and 
keep  it  at  home,  he  might  put  it  in  a  bank,  or  he 
might  invest  it  in  shares. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Suppose  he  saved  it  in  gold  and 
kept  it  in  a  box  at  home  ? 

John  Bull  :    In  that  case  it  would  earn  no  Interest 

Dr.  Socialism  :    You  mean  no  workers  would  earn 
Interest  by  using  it.      Money  cannot  "  earn  '*  : 
only  labour  can  earn. 

John  Bull-.  Yes,  the  ;ifioo  would  be  ;^ioo  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  But  would  there  be  no  risk  of  its 
loss  ? 

John  Bull  :  Of  course.  There  are  burglars,  and 
fire,  and  other  accidents. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  And  would  the  owner  of  the  ;^ioo 
be  compensated  for  those  risks  ? 

John  Bull  :    No.    He  must  take  those  risks  himself. 

Dr.  Socialism  :    Do  people  usually  take  those  risks  ? 

John  Bull  :  Only  fools  and  misers  do  that.  Most 
people  bank  their  money  or  invest  it. 

Dr.  Socialism :    It  is  safe  to  do  so? 

John  Bull  :    Yes. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  There  is  not  much  saving  in  the 
form  of  gold,  then  ? 

John  Bull  :  Very  little.  There  is  not  much  more 
than  ;^ioo  million  of  gold  in  the  country,  and 
most  of  that  is  in  circulation. 


Dr.  Socialism  :    What  becomes  of  savings  put  in 

the  banks  ? 
John  Bull  :    The  bankers  lend  most  of  them  out 

to  Capitalists  at  Interest. 
Dr.  Socialism  :    Who  pays  the  Interest  ? 
John  Bull  :    It  comes  out  of  the  wealth  produced 

by    the    workers    in    the    industries    where    the 

Capitalists  invest  the  money. 
Dr.  Socialism  :    And  the  savers  who  put  the  money 

into  the  banks — do  they  get  Interest  ? 
John  Bull  :    They  get  it  from  the  bankers.      The 

bankers, of  course, get  a  profit  on  their  transactions. 
Dr.  Socialism :    Are  the  banks  safe? 
John    Bull  :     Oh,    yes.      There   is   very   rarely   a 

failure    nowadays,    and    most    of    them    make 

enormous  dividends. 
Dr.  Socialism  :     There  is  not  really  much  risk  in 

putting  money  into  a  bank  ? 
John  Bull  :    No,  very  little.     But  all  people  don't 

keep  their  savings  in  banks.      Many  of  them 

invest  them  in  industries. 
Dr.  Socialism:    Why  do  they  do  that? 
John  Bull  :    They  want  to  get  dividends  as  well 

as  interest  on  their  money. 
Dr.  Socialism  :    Is  there  more  risk  in  this  form  of 

saving  ? 
John  Bull  :    Yes.     But  the  profits  are  higher. 
Dr.  Socialism  :    Who  provides  the  Dividends  and 

Interest  ? 
John  Bull  :    They  come  out  of  the  wealth  produced 

by  the  workers  in  the  various  industries  ? 
Dr.  Socialism  :    And  what  happens  to  the  savings? 
John  Bull  :     They  remain  intact  if  the  ventures 

are  successful. 
Dr.   Socialism  :     So   that   a   man   who   has   saved 

;£^i,ooo  may  draw  ;^50  or  ;^ioo  a  year  for  "  risk- 
ing "  it  in  industry  ? 
John  Bull  :    Yes.     But  he  may  lose  the  lot. 
Dr.  Socialism  :    You  told  me  just  now,  Mr.  Bull, 

that  there  is  only  about  £loo  millions  of  gold 

coin   in  the  country;    but   I   understand   your 

total  yearly  savings  are  over  ;^200  millions.     In 

what  form  is  that  ii^200  millions  saved  ?      It  is 

clearly  not  stored-up  gold. 
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John  Bull  :  It  is  saved  in  the  form  of  new  fac- 
tories, new  machines,  new  railways,  and  new 
industries  of  all  kinds. 

Dr.  Socla^LISM  :  And  to  undertake  these  new  indus- 
tries I  suppose  workers  have  to  be  found  ? 

John  Bull  :  There  are  always  plenty  of  workers, 
here  or  abroad. 

Dr.  Socialism:  H'm!  Suppose,  Mr.  Bull,  there 
were  no  workers  to  be  found.  What  would 
become  of  the  savings  ? 

John  Bull  :  I  don't  know.  That  never  happens, 
though. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Or  suppose,  Mr.  Bull,  that  all  the 
people  owned  land  and  did  not  want  any  other 
employment.  What  would  the  savers  do  with 
their  savings  ? 

John  Bull  :  IVe  never  thought  of  such  a  con- 
tingency. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Remember  my  Robinson  Crusoe 
illustration.  When  the  Capitalist  landed  with 
his  Capital  in  the  form  of  machinery  and 
Crusoe  refused  to  work  it  and  hand  over  the 
profits  to  the  Capitalist,  could  the  Capitalist  get 
Interest  or  Dividends  ? 

John  Bull  :    I  suppose  not. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  What,  then,  would  happen  to  the 
Capital  ? 

John  Bull  :  Well,  if  the  machinery  wasn't  used  it 
v/ould  rust  and  decay,  and  become  worthless. 

Dr.  Socialism  :   Exactly.    If  Capital  is  not  used 

IT  GRADUALLY  DISAPPEARS.      Is  not  that  SO? 

John  Bull  :    Of  course. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  And  if  the  Capitalist  on  Crusoe's 
island  were  anxious  to  preserve  his  machinery, 
do  you  not  think  he  would  be  willing  to  fay 
someone  for  the  work  rather  than  lose  it 
entirely  ? 

John  Bull  :    I  suppose  he  would. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Yes.  He  would  be  willing  to  pay 
someone  to  "  save "  his  savings  or  Capital. 
Now,  doesn't  this  illustration  prove,  Mr.  Bull, 
that  it  is  always  "  risky  "  to  own  Capital  ?  It 
is  the  nature  of  Capital  to  decay  and  disappear. 
So  that  when  Capitalists  claim  that  they  are 
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doing  a  service  in  *'  risking  "  their  Capital  they 
are  talking  nonsense.  They  might  just  as 
well  claim  the  Victoria  Cross  for  eating  their 
dinners.  It  is  always  "  risky  "  to  live.  You 
may  die  at  any  moment.  But  everyone  is  will- 
ing to  pay  for  food  to  preserve  his  life,  and 
everyone  knows  that  if  he  didn't  pay  his  life 
would  soon  be  lost. 

John  Bull  :  I  never  thought  of  Capital  in  that 
light. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  No.  You  and  your  people  have 
become  so  accustomed  to  hearing  the  virtues  of 
the  Capitalist  extolled  that  you  have  lost  the 
power  to  see  the  real  facts.  The  truth  is  that 
the  workers  "  save  "  the  savings,  or  Capital,  of 
the  owners.  It  is  the  workers  who  preserve 
Capital  from  decaying.  Without  the  workers 
the  saver  would  lose  some,  if  not  all,  of  his 
savings.  It  is,  then,  the  workers  who  do  the 
service.  But  they  have  been  so  deluded  by 
the  talk  about  the  "  abstinence "  of  the  saver 
and  the  generosity  of  the  saver  in  "  risking " 
his  capital  "  to  find  them  employment "  that 
they  willingly  hand  over  the  fruits  of  their 
labour  to  the  owners  of  Capital.  They  keep 
his  Capital  intact  (in  most  cases).  They  often 
increase  it,  and  they  are  content  themselves  to 
live  on  a  miserable  pittance  !  If  you  want  a 
policeman  to  guard  your  Capital  from  burglars 
you  have  to  pay  him.  But  if  you  want  anyone 
to  guard  3^our  Capital  from  Nature's  burglary 
(decay)  you  can  find  thousands  of  people 
ready  to  guard  it — nay,  to  add  to  it- — and  you 
need  pay  nothing  ! 

John  Bull  :  But  everyone  doesn't  keep  his  savings, 
or  Capital.     A  good  deal  is  lost. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Of  course,  a  good  deal  is  lost. 
I  have  shown  you  that  "  savings  "  must  in  most 
cases  take  the  form  of  new  industries,  new 
buildings,  new  machinery,  new  railways — in- 
vestments. There  is  very  little  money  saved. 
Now,  there  are  a  number  of  people  with  savings, 
and  they  are  all  anxious  to  save  them  and  not 
lose   them.       But   there   is   no   organisation  or 
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method  in  the  saving.  Instead  there  is  competi- 
tion. For  instance,  one  set  of  savers  invest 
their  savings  in  a  cotton  factory  and  cotton 
machinery.  They  engage  workers  (who  cannot 
live  without  permission  of  Landowners  and 
Capital-owners),  and  the  workers  do  their  best 
to  save  the  savings  and  to  add  Dividends  to 
them.  But  another  set  of  savers  are  also  trying 
to  save  their  savings  in  the  same  way.  They 
also  build  a  cotton  factory.  Then  there  is  com- 
petition. There  is  too  much  cotton  produced. 
The  first  set  cannot  sell  their  goods.  Conse- 
quently their  Capital  is  lost.  Their  savings 
disappear. 

John  Bull  :  Well,  oughtn't  they  to  be  compensated 
for  the  risk  of  loss? 

Dr.  Socialism:  My  dear  Mr.  Bull,  I  told  you 
before  that  "risk,''  or  tendency  to  decay,  is  one 
of  the  characteristics  of  Capital.  It  is  its 
nature  to  disappear.  If  people  are  so  foolish 
as  to  hinder  each  other  in  the  preservation  of 
Capital  someone  is  bound  to  suffer.  It  is  a 
gamble.  If  you  win  you  get  more  than  you  are 
entitled  to;  if  you  lose  you  cannot  possibly  be 
compensated.  It  is  ridiculous  to  talk  about 
com.pensation  for  a  "  risk."  You  ought  to  be 
jolly  glad  to  save  your  Capital,  and  not 
demand,  in  addition,  large  sums  in  Interest  and 
Dividends. 

John  Bull  :  But  who  would  save  if  no  one  could 
get  Interest  ? 

Dr.  Socialism  :    Why  do  people  save,  Mr.  Bull  ? 

John  Bull  :  For  different  reasons,  I  suppose.  For 
a  rainy  day,  for  sickness,  for  old  age,  for 
holidays,  to  start  a  business  or  to  add  to  one. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  I  think  you  will  find,  Mr.  Bull, 
that  most  of  the  "  thrift "  is  performed  by  your 
poorer  members,  and  they  save  against  sickness 
and  old  age.  Do  you  think  they  would  stop 
saving  if  they  got  no  Interest?  Why,  the 
trumpery  savings  of  your  39  million  poor 
people,  taken  at  5  per  cent.,  only  bring  in  20  to 
30  millions  a  year,  or  lOs.  to  15s.  a  head.  Do 
you  think  a  working  man  with  ^50  in  the  bank 

13 


would  stop  saving  because  his  ;^50  would  not 
increase  by  50s.  a  year  earned  by  some  other 
worker  ?  On  the  contrary,  I  think  he  would  be 
more  likely  to  save  a  larger  sum  if  he  had  it 
and  needed  to  save. 

John  Bull  :  Fm  afraid  the  poor  man  would  think 
it  hard  to  be  deprived  of  his  Interest  or  Divi- 
dends, all  the  same. 

Dr.  Socl^lISM  :  The  poor  man  is  a  poor  man  even 
if  he  draws  Interest  and  Dividends  on  his  small 
savings.  Most  of  the  poor  have  no  savings. 
They  have  not  enough  to  live  on  decently. 
Under  my  treatment,  Mr.  Bull,  your  richest 
poor  man  would  be  BETTER  OFF  ivithottt  Interest 
and  Dividends. 

John  Bull  :  Is  it  your  idea  to  abolish  Rent  and 
Interest  ? 

Dr.  Socialism  :  I  would  abolish  the  payment  of 
Rent  or  Interest  to  private  individuals,  Mr. 
Bull.  *  Under  my  system  all  your  land  and 
capital  would  belong  to  the  whole  people,  the 
nation,  and  would  be  managed  and  used  by  the 
whole  people  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
people.  No  man  would  be  compelled  to  pay 
tribute  to  another  man  for  permission  to  live  or 
for  permission  to  v/ork.  There  would  be  no 
idle  owners  of  Land  or  Capital  with  the  power 
to  draw  Rent  and  Interest  out  of  the  "  forced 
labour  "  of  other  people. 

John  Bull  :  You  wouldn't  allow  a  man  to  save, 
then? 

Dr.  SOCIALISM:  Why  not?  If  a  man  saves  he  is 
entitled  to  his  savings  if  he  can  keep  them  from 
decaying  or  wasting  away.  But  that  is  all. 
He  is  not  entitled  to  force  other  -people  to 
preserve  his  savings.  What  is  the  position  of 
the  average  man  to-day  ?  He  is  born  into  a 
society  where  practically  all  the  Land  and 
Capital  are  in  the  hands  of  a  very  few  people. 
He  has  no  right  to  live.  He  has  no  right  to 
work.  These  few  owners  of  Land  and  Capital 
say  :  "If  you  will  do  the  work  we  require,  if 
you  will  preserve  our  Capital  and  improve  our 
Land,  if  you  will  add  to  our  wealth  by  pro- 
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ducing  Rent  and  Interest  and  Dividends  for 
US,  we  may  permit  you  to  live.  We  cannot 
guarantee  to  '  find  you  work '  all  the  time.  If 
you  should  be  unemployed  you  must  depend 
for  existence  on  our  Charity;  but  you  will  be 
a  bad,  thriftless  man  if  you  don't  save  enough 
out  of  the  I  OS.  to  30S.  a  week  we  shall  give  you 
to  keep  you  in  bad  times  and  in  old  age."  Do 
you  call  that  a  just  or  moral  state  of  things, 
Mr.  Bull  ? 

John  Bull:  I  never  heard  it  put  like  that  before. 
Everybody  thinks  it  right  to  draw  Rent  and 
Interest. 

Dr.  Socialism  :  Of  course.  The  people  have  been 
bamboozled  into  supporting  this  immoral  sys- 
tem because  they  have  been  made  partners  in 
the  business.  It  is  open  to  every  person  to  save 
Capital  and  draw  Interest  or  Rent.  But  what 
a  farce  it  is  to  tell  every  poor  man  who  is  born 
a  slave  to  Land  and  Capital  owners  that  he 
has  a  "  chance  "of  becoming  a  Rothschild  or  a 
Prime  Minister.  He  has  a  chance;  but  there 
are  44  million  people  and  there  are  only 
20  thousand  rich.  Here  and  there  a  clever  or 
unscrupulous  poor  man  gets  a  place  behind  the 
cloak  amongst  the  Landlords  and  Usurers.  For 
the  mass  of  the  workers  life  is  one  long 
struggle,  and  must  be,  Mr.  Bull,  while  you  con- 
tinue to  uphold  the  present  system.  It  is  a  fine 
trick  to  teach  the  poor  to  be  "  thrifty  "  and  to 
^'  deny  "  themselves  in  order  to  save  enough  in 
30  or  40  years  to  buy  a  house,  so  that  they,  too, 
can  draw  Rent  or  Interest.  How  few  of  them 
can  save  is  shown  by  the  figures  I  have  given 
you.  Thirty-nine  million  people  own  property 
worth  ;£"6oo  millions,  while  five  million  own 
property  worth  ;^  10,900  millions.  No,  Mr.  Bull, 
you  will  never  be  healthy  :  you  will  never  be 
rid  of  your  Poverty  Sores,  your  Unemployed 
Congestion,  your  Slum  Fever,  and  all  the  other 
diseases  which  threaten  your  existence  until  you 
have  put  the  life  of  the  nation  on  a  rational  and 
moral  basis.  So  long  as  a  few  of  your  members 
lake  from  one-third  to  one-half  the  wealth  pro- 
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duced  by  others,  so  long  will  disease  and  suf- 
fering be  your  lot  To  be  healthy  a  body  must 
have  exercise  in  all  its  parts.  Every  body 
requires  regular  and  sufficient  sustenance. 
Excess  of  toil  on  the  part  of  the  workers 
causes  various  diseases,  while  lack  of  nutriment 
increases  the  evils.  On  the  other  hand,  excess 
of  sustenance  combined  with  lack  of  work  pro- 
duces another  crop  of  diseases  amongst  the 
receivers  of  Unearned  Incomes.  The  only  com- 
plete remedy  is  Socialism,  Mr.  Bull.  Under  my 
treatment  all  the  members  of  the  nation  would 
work,  and  the  wealth  would  be  consumed  and 
enjoyed  by  the  whole  body,  so  as  to  produce 
the  most  perfect  state  of  health  possible  in  all 
your  parts. 

John  Bull  :  It  would  be  a  tremendous  change, 
Doctor. 

Dr.  Socialism:  That  is  what  you  need,  Mr.  Bull. 
When  you  thoroughly  realise  that  Rent,  Interest, 
and  Unearned  Dividends  are  a  system  of  legal 
Robbery  for  the  supposed  advantage  of  the 
few,  you  will  earnestly  desire  to  abolish  that 
system.  None  of  your  other  advisers  recom- 
mended such  a  drastic  remedy,  and  you  know 
well  enough  that  all  their  tinkerings  with  the 
Tariff,  all  their  Free  Trade  Fakements,  all  their 
Opening  up  of  New  Markets,  all  their  Small 
Holding  Sops,  all  their  Compensation  Catch- 
pennies, all  their  Old  Age  Pension  Plaisters 
have  done  little  more  than  shift  your  pains  from 
one  part  of  your  body  to  another.  These  quack 
remedies  keep  you  busy,  of  course,  and  that's 
part  of  the  game.  But  you  never  get  well.  And 
you  never  will  until  you  adopt  a  system  of 
Socialism. 
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'^  Merrie  England  "  first  appeared  as  a  series  of  articles 
in  the  Clarion  in  1892-3,  These  articles,  with  some 
revisions  and  additions,  were  afterwards  produced  lA 
volume  form  at  a  shilling.  The  book  met  with  imme- 
diate success,  some  25,000  copies  being  sold. 

In  October,  1894,  the  Clarion  published  the  same 
book,  uniform  in  size  and  type  with^tne  shilling  edition,  at 
the  low  price  of  One  Penny.  As  the  book  contained  206 
pages,  and  was  printed  by  trade-union  labour,  and  on 
British-made  paper,  it  could  only  be  produced  at  a  loss. 
This  loss  was  borne  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Clarion. 

The  sale  of  the  penny  edition  outran  ajl  expectations. 
No  one  supposed  that  more  than  100,000  would  be  called 
for,  but  in  a  few  months  over  700,000  had  been  sold, 
withou*  a  4)eiiny  being  spent  in  advertisement,  and  in 
face  of  the  tremendous  opposition  excited  by  Socialistic!^ 
publications  in  those  days.  /^ 

Later  on  an  edition  was  published  at  3d.,  and  the  total 
sale  reached  nearly  a  million  copies. 

An  American  edition  is  said  to  have  sold  equally  well, 
and  the  book  was  translated  into  Welsh,  Dutch,  German, 
Scandinavian,  Spanish,  and  other  languages,  on  none  <rf 
which  editions,  it  may  be  remarked,  did  the  author  receive 
any  royalties. 

The  British  edition  has  been  out  of  print  for  some 
years,  and  there  has  recently  been  a  growing  demand  for 
the  book's  re-issue.  To  this  the  author  at  length  reluq-^ 
,  tantly  acceded,  and  the  present  edition  was  announcea,* 
'That  the  demand  was  real  may  be  judged  from  the  fact 
that  orders  for  20,000  copies  were  placed  before  the  date 
of  publication,  and  the  new.  issue  promises  to  sell  as  well 
as  the  first  threepenny  edition. 
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